AFFIDAVIT

GEORGIA,
Muscogee

COUNTY,

My name is Jerry Schafer and I am over the age of eighteen
and competent to make this affidavit.
1.

In 1976 I was a Lieutenant with the Clayton County Sheriff's
Office, I had been working in the law enforcement field for
approximately ten years.
2.
On September 12, 1976 I received a call at home to come into
the station. I arrived at the Clayton County Jail at
approximately 7:00 p.m.
3.

Upon arrival at the jail, a matron, Debbie Evans gave me a
note that she had received from an inmate, Beverly Minshew. A
true and correct copy of that note is attached as Exhibit "A'' to
this affidavit.
4.
I went and talked to Beverly Minshew and identified myself
to her. I read her constitutional rights to her and had her read
a waiver of counsel statement. Beverly Minshew was advised that
she had the right to remain silent, and that anything she said
regarding the murder of her mother could be used against her,
that she had the right to an attorney and if she could not afford
an attorney, one would be provided for her. Beverly Minshew
indicated that she wished to waive those rights and talk to me.
She signed the waiver of counsel form in my presence which is
attached to this affidavit as Exhibit " B".
5.

I asked her if she had in fact murdered her mother as she
had indicated in the note, and she ~aid that it was true . Ms.
Minshew then told me that it happened on Maple Street in Rome,
Georgia and Capt. John Barnett had investigated the case. Ms.
Minshew stated that someone else was in jail for the murder and
she felt bad about what she had done to him.
6.

I contacted John Barnett from Rome, Georgia and he traveled
the next day to Clayton County where we met with Beverly Minshew
again. Beverly was again informed of her constitutional rights
as described above, by John Barnett. Ms. Minshew then told John
Barnett that the contents of her note were true and she had given
the statement freely and voluntarily. Beverly then told John
Barnett that she threw the gun out of the back door and it was
picked up by a person in a white cadillac. Beverly described the
gun as a pistol and the driver of the cadillac as Richard
Holcomb.
7.
I traveled to Rome, Georgia on February 9, 1977 to testify
to the facts set forth in this affidavit and since that time I
have heard nothing regarding this case until Attorney Tami

Colston Contacted me on August 7, 1995.
8.

am not related by blood or marriage to Gary Reeves, Grace
Reeves or Beverly Minshew. I have no interest in the outcome of
the efforts to clear Gary Reeves' name.
I

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NOT.
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--Sworf( t!f"-and Subs er ibed
beforE!'-· me this 15-lfi day of

August, 1995

Notary Public
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