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INTERVIEWWITH LOTTIE BELL CLAYTON
BK:

Can you tell

me who it was or who the preacher

LC:

The preacher

is my pastor.

BK:

Um, Reverend uh •••

LC:

Strickland,

is or certain

things •••

Strickland.

Bethyl

BK: Who?
LC:

Bethyl

Strickland.

BK:

Bethyl

Strickland?

LC:

Uh huh.

in the circle

out there

He live

out there.

BK: He does?
LC:

-inaudible-

BK: Do you know abouthow I could find
LC:
\..,I

him or if he works somewhere other

He don't work but um••• he works for some nursery
people have a nursery out there?

than •••

You know, those

out there.

BK: Van, Van's nursery.
LC:

I guess

BK: They do?
LC:

That's

so, I guess so.

where him and his wife both work at.

Okay.

However he said he live

if Woodhine.

Th~.s man did.

BK: The man did?
LC:

Say he lives

right

in Woodbine.

there

BK: Huh, did you see him?
LC:

Yea, I,

....

to'him.

I talked

BK: What, what does he, what does he look like?
LC:

Uh, he's

about your height.

BK: You remember what color
LC:

Well,
The shirt?
was blond headed.

BK: Blond headed?
LC:

lookin

flannel

shirt.

it was?

ordinary

Hair,

Kinda dirty

f

pladed

flannel

shirt.

Didn't

have on no hat.

he

-1

how long1

Huh?
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BK: How long is his hair?

~LC:

he did need a hair

he did,

-inaudible-

BK: Is uh, is Bethyl,

cut though.

It wasn't

shaped at all.

•••

Bethyl's

LC: Bethyl Strickland.
to you?

BK: Did the man say anything

here in Woodbine, say he'd

LC: Well, he said uh, he live

LC:

your daughters
right

She live

-inaudible-

to the pastor.

So,
Just say he'd like to talk to the pastor.
you know, we met him to the.door and so uh,
uh., he wanted to see him.~ So, they went back
But uh, whai he told Reverend
back there.
wife said he wanted to borrow $20.00 from him,
did give
her husband did, Reverend Strickland
·

LC: No, ·he didn't call him by name.
um, me and my daughter we ushers,
we went and told our Pastor that
in the Pastors Study in the back
I don't know but his
Strickland,
So she said
Pay him back.
see.
him the $20.00.
BK: Wha, what's

to talk

him by name?

call

BK: He didn't

like

name?
across

the street

from me,

BK: Oh., okay.

-~LC:

I didn't figure he live, right nowhere around here in Woodbine, I
But I didn't,
didn't figure, you know. And he came in the church. like that, he just was fixin
to go in the service.

BK: Okay, Ms. Lottie.
LC:

uh, I'll

I'll

just

see if I can find Reverend Strickland.

uh hlh.

Reverend Strickland,

BK: And talk to him and maybe he'll have ••• did the man, did he have anything odd,
did he do anything odd or that you knew of other than just come to the church?
LC:

No, no, no uh uh. Cause I didn't
fixin to go in the service.

BK: How about his clothes,

his pants?

LC:

of pants

I forget now what
flannel ·shirt.

.
kind

this

Sunday past?

BK: Was it

this

Sunday past? •.

No, it

first

BK: Was it

talk

to him that

long.

Because he just

was

he had on, but I kno~ he did have on a plaid

LC: Huh?

\.__,ILC:

BK: First

Sunday.

~

Sunday?

LC:

Sunday.
First
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LEE WILLIAMS
WITHSAMMY
INTERVIEW
--~

BK: Okay, could you tell

me what you know about it?

SW: Okay, uh, when I was coming by here going to the store, I noticed
either plymouth valient or dodge dart, something like that.
BK: Let's

walk over here where this

a brown,

is.

truck

I wouldn't say a real dark brown, just a kinda faded, you know
SW: A brown color.
brown. It's an old model car maybe, around about uh, 68 or 70 model, something
But uh, I noticed it
But it's a old car.
like that, something between there.
of the road and I just had this funny fee~ing, and say
there on the'side
sittin
there
I know when I come by earlier
well shoot, somebody broke down here.
But when I come back by to go to the store again, there's
wasn't nothing there.
I said dern, this car done broke down, right
this car on the side of the road.
in f r·ont of the church -inaudibleBK: Was it

on this

SW: On the other

side,

or was it on the other

the church side,

side?

side.

BK: Okay.
SW: I, well, he broke down. I said well maybe he'll be back after while and get
vehicle on the side of the road.
-inaudibleit and probably in the morning.
Okay, so I went on by the store and got my merchandise an~ by the time I could
get it and get ready to walk out the door, Ms. Moore had 9ome up there, and
speeding wide open. You know, I told her the clerks behind the counter.
you know
wide open and then she came in and she panti~g and stuff,
-inaudibleshe said uh, Harold had been shot and she was in the churqh and everybody was
s~ared to go in and she just had to pick her chance toge~ out, you know and
run, get out the back and got her car and run and she said she drove all the
Okay, I knew when I'm hearing t~at, knowing that I
way with her lights off.
I said, let ~ego. back down here
seen this car on the other side of the road.
pickup
So, I jumped in my little
here.
down
still
is
car
darn
this
if
and see
and right on back I came. wide open. you know. And when I come back by the car
on the south bound side headed
was gone. Anyway, like I. say, it was sitting
this way.
BK: Headed south?

SW: Headed south.
BK: Okay.

SW: And it's
vehicle.
BK: Lights
'-,,/

a brown either

dodge dart

or plymouth valient.

It's

a crysler

made

were off?

I had my bright lights
I noticed that.
Nobody was in the car.
SW: Lights was off.
on when ever I passed by. Cause like I say, was wondering was somebody just
up in there or are they broke down, or what? So I turned my high beams
sitting
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SW: on, and I couldn't see anybody.
Now if he was in. there he mighta been laying
down. Anyttay, I didn't see a person in the car.
When I come back the car was
gone. Ain't no way for him to be broke down or out of gas.
You know, got gas
that quick.
But I noticed it was gone when I come back by. Now they say that
they, you know the people in the church say that they didn't hear no car or anything.
I don't think Vanzola heard the car.
Simply because I guess because it
was way out there beside the road, they couldn't have hear.d it crank up, or
what not.
I assume that that was why.
'
BK: What's your full

name?

SW: Sammy Lee Williams.
BK: And you're

address?'

SW: 1209 A.
BK: And you're

Social

Security

number?

SW: 257-72-6850.
BK: And you're

date of birth?

SW: June 30, 39.
BK: And you're

telephone

number?

'--" SW: 26 7-7848.
BK: We're probably gonna have to talk with you again.
GBI's gonna be down and he's
gonna want to talk to you too, and there's
gonna be alot of questions.

,
J~l
,j
I

SW: Lj.ke I say,

~ BK:

I don't

I know, I understand.

want to be incriminated,
I understand

that

not like

that; cause

-inaudible-

perfectly.

~SW·
;

And then I'm gonna tell you this for another uh, I don't know I slowed down
kinda slow inorder to look to see if anybody was in the car.
Cause you know, my
curiosity
just got the best of me. Maybe he might have seen me, seen my truck.
I got my name on the side of my truck.
I got William'~ lawn service written
~
on the side of it.
Don't know if he looked at that name o-r anything,
but any, _y· ~11way, uh, when I was going up to my friends house to tell him about it there was
~ ~,
. somebody headed back ths way blinking their lights back and forth, you know
~. ~~~f like they was trying to stop me or whatever.

~~:
-~ ~ER:
CE:
"'--1BK:

Is it unusual

for them to have church out here on Monday night1

I talked to the lady, she said it's a missionary meeting.
One Monday night they
have it at this church and another Monday night they have it at another church.
He was the only man here.

And the phone lines

have been cut too.

Okay, you're familiar with it not being, I mean that it is a regular meeting.
But not everybody is familiar
with it except church members and people like that.
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SW: Church members, right.

U

BK:

Okay, thank.' you.

u

u
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